Comparative biological and antitoxoplasmic effects of particulate and water-soluble polysaccharides, in vitro.
Mouse peritoneal macrophages, but not HeLa cells, presented many characteristics of activated cells following treatment in culture with LTN or PSK. Indeed, they demonstrated increase in size, spread, endocytic and antiparasitic activities. These data lead favorably to consider that among the five polysaccharides tested under the present experimental model LTN and PSK are the most potent activators of resident mouse peritoneal macrophages in vitro. The mechanism of macrophage activation by LTN and PSK should be different from that of Di Luzio glucans and SPG since activated macrophages can be induced by the latter two compounds in experimental animals but not in vitro in cell cultures.